DISCUSSION                                       163

are disappearing and the things that are there. I want a
section in it showing the flora and fauna of India. Another
describing the vegetables of India. Another chapter may be
devoted to the sweets of India, and still another to the
savouries of India. Mr. Panikkar said that languages divide;
I say, the stomach divides ! The whole world revolves round
the stomach. Ask a South Indian who is afraid to come to the
North : he will unhesitatingly reply, " I cannot get Tamilian
food ! f' You will see thus that the foods are as important as
dividing boundaries. But just as an Encyclopaedia can con-
nect the languages, it can connect the foods no less.
I emphasise the appeal of Dr. Haleem that we should
not depend on the Central Government or the Provincial
Governments. All existing Encyclopaedias give India very
little space. Before the Copyright Act is amended, let us
translate or borrow as much from the Encyclopaedias of other
countries as possible, from wherever we can. I have till now
tried* only one Copyright Act case. The author brought a case
that his book had been copied from by another author, but
the latter contended that his book was not his book but a com-
bination of three other books, and there they were! The case
was withdrawn. So I say, knowledge does not belong to any
one province. The Aryans sought knowledge even from the
Chinese. I have got great respect for thieves of knowledge,
not for thieves of materials, If a theft is committedJor dis-
tributing knowledge to the people, and if the man has to
suifer imprisonment by breaking the Copyright Act, well, let
him do it.
The Encyclopedia Britannica is a very good work, but it
has a thorough prejudice against India, owing to sheer igno-
rance. We should not repeat it, Let us compile an
Encyclopaedia of all available facts wherever they can be
found. Let the critics, when they arise, write their criticisms
in a separate book, because I do not believe that facts should
be confused with criticism. It invariably creates prejudice.
Even when stating opinions, we express opinions in our own
way without studying the facts. The witnesses 'who come
to our courts can easily be divided into three categories, liars,
* Mr. Ayyar is the District and Sessions Judge at Cluttoor,